Практические руководства по УСР
Виды заданий по УСР (Английская литература)

1) English modernist novel: James Joyce “Ulysses” (2 часа)

Study Questions

1.
Describe Dublin as it appears in Ulysses. How does it figure into the novel?

2.
Describe how the narrative styles of the first six episodes of Ulysses differ from the rest of the novel. How does this effect how one interprets the text?

3.
Ulysses is a novel in which few women appear and even fewer speak. Consequently, much of the thinking about women comes from male viewpoints in the novel. How are Stephen’s and Bloom’s treatment of women different? How are they similar?

Suggested Essay Topics

1.
Often, the three protagonists of Ulysses are understood in terms of a spectrum, with Stephen and Molly on either end and Bloom’s personality combining elements of each. In what ways might Stephen and Molly be similar?

2.
If Bloom and Stephen are the “heroes” of Ulysses, which characters are their “enemies” and why?

3.
Discuss how teaching and learning figure into the novel. Can you pinpoint specific scenes that seem to be about teaching? Does Ulysses have an argument about how teaching and learning should work?

4.
Can you make a case for Bloom as an artist?

5.
How does the concept of home work in Ulysses? How do the main characters relate to their real and their ideal homes? Does “home” have a political import?

2) English Psychological Novel (2 часа)

Study Questions:

1. What is a psychological novel (characteristic features, system of images)? 

2. Development of the psychological novel in English Literature (major representatives of this genre).

3. What are the major stylistic devices used by the writers of psychological novels.

3) Children’s Literature (2 часа)

Study questions:

1. The origins of children’s literature.

2. The father of children’s literature.

3. General features and themes.

4) Theatre of the Absurd in US Drama (2 часа)

Study questions:

1. What is the Theatre of the Absurd?

2. What are the characteristic features of the theatre of the absurd (characters, language, plot)?

3. What American playwrights are associated with the Theatre of the Absurd?

5) Postmodernism in American Literautre: J. Fowles “The Collector” (2 часа)

Study questions

1.
What role does class play in the novel? How do the class differences between Miranda and Clegg prevent them from seeing eye to eye?

2.
How is Miranda similar to the butterflies Clegg has collected, and how is she different? Think about how these similarities and differences inform Clegg's view of Miranda.

3.
How does Fowles use The Tempest as a framework for the novel, and how does the novel depart from or align with the play?

4.
Do money and power corrupt Clegg, or has his personality been warped all along?

5.
What does Miranda hate about photographs and what does Clegg like about them? How are their opinions indicative of their personality differences?

6.
There are two points of view in The Collector, that of Miranda and that of Clegg. How do their respective viewpoints complement and oppose each other?

7.
How does being imprisoned change Miranda's view of the world?

8.
What effect does Miranda's death have on the narrative? Why might Fowles have chosen to have Miranda die in the end, rather than escape?

9.
Are there any novels or other forms of art that remind you especially of The Collector? How are these other sources similar to, or different from, Fowles's novel?

10.
What is the effect of Fowles's meta-commentary on art in the novel?

6) Genre of Science Fiction in American Literature (2 часа)

Study questions:

1. Development of the genre of science fiction in American literature.

2. What are the characteristic features of this genre (characters, language, plot)?

7) American Poetry of XX century (2 часа)

1.
Give an overview to major literary movements and periods.

2.
Choose a poet and analyze his creative work.

3.
Choose a poem and analyze it as follows:

-
Context of the Poem (Who wrote the poem? Does the poet's life suggest any special point of view, such as a political affiliation, religious sect, career interest, musical talent, family or personal problems, travel, or handicap. When was the poem written and in what country? Does the poem appear in the original language? Is the poem part of a special collection or series? Does the poem belong to a particular period or literary movement?).

-
Style of the Poem (Is it an epic, a long poem about a great person or national hero? Is it a lyric, a short, musical verse? Is it a narrative, a poem that tells a story? Is it a haiku, an intense, lyrical three-line verse of seventeen syllables? Is it confessional? For example, does it examine personal memories and experiences?).

-
Title of the Poem.

-
Opening and Closing Lines of the Poem.

-
Passage of Time in the Poem.

-
Speaker of the Poem.

-
Names of Characters.

-
Basic Details of the Poem.

-
Fantasy versus Reality.

-
Mood and Tone of the Poem.

-
Themes of the Poem.

-
Rhythm of the Poem.

-
Use of the Senses in the Poem.

-
Imagery in the Poem.

-
Language of the Poem.
